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two Canadas were replaced by a greater union into
which all the British colonies would enter.   "The only
feasible scheme which presents itself to my mind/' said
John A. Macdonald, "as a remedy for the evils com-
plained of, is a confederation of all the provinces." As
early   as   1851   the  Legislative  Assembly  of  United
Canada discussed the question, and three years later
the legislature of Nova Scotia proposed a union of the
British provinces, a union which would facilitate their
development and prosperity and increase their strength
and  influence without  breaking the  bond  with   the
home government.    But when a Canadian delegation
first went to London in  1858 to place the problem
before the  Imperial  authorities, the latter were  un-
willing to permit a full conference to be held.   This was
because, in spite of the followers of Richard Cobden
who were resigned, or who had been won over to the
idea that Canada would eventually be annexed to the
United   States,   the   majority   of   British   parliamen-
tarians,   and   indeed  public  opinion,   did  not  favour
abandoning  the colonies,  and  interpreted  the move
towards federation as a desire to separate from Great
Britain.   The War between the States, and the increas-
ing hostility of Washington to the Canadian-American
Reciprocity Treaty of 1854, were soon to furnish new
and solid arguments to the proponents of union.    For
if the reciprocity treaty were denounced, as it very-
well might be, the partisans of annexation would have
a good opportunity to resume their campaign, and this
time with some chance of success.

Economic arguments and the political situation
combined to hasten the search for a formula to which
all parties might adhere. All the colonies desired to